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B. The Goals of Saint Mary's College 
Over the past several decades, the College has widened its educational horizons 
and services. In recent years, these include a move into coeducation, an 
innovative academic calendar, a program for high potential students, educational 
offerings for foreign students and graduate students, and programs for older 
adults and those seeking non-traditional education. A coherence of aim and a 
loyalty to traditions continue to characterize this growth toward excellence 
as an academic community. 
The major educational goal of the College is to continue to improve as an 
outstanding Catholic institution of higher education dedicated to developing 
students' capacities for responsible independent thought through a variety of 
degree programs and related educational services. This mission is characterized 
by the following concerns: 
• The College seeks to keep itself particularly qualified for 
liberal arts education -- attempting in all programs to provide 
for the academic and career needs of its students as far as 
that is compatible with the spirit of the liberal arts. Its 
goal is that most difficult liberation, liberation of mind. 
This effort is characterized by a twofold emphasis: first, 
on the development of habits of looking twice, of asking why, 
of seeking not only facts but fundamental principles; and, 
second, on a curriculum planned to provide the skills which 
discipline the mind and lead toward a C'Ompetence in seeing 
things as they are and an eloquence in expressing what is 
perceived. The College, as a liberal arts institution, is 
sustained by a C'Onviction that to understand what one thinks, 
one must bring to the surface the half-conscious assumptions 
which shape one's thoughts and must distinguish what is valid 
and significant from what is merely old or merely contemporary. 
What is excellent in the past must constantly be rediscovered 
and made new by relation to the thought and experience of the 
present. In preparing students for the life of the mind, the 
College serves them best by keeping this central aim clearly 
in view, whether the students pursue graduate training, or 
the professions, or careers in public service and business. 
The objective of the liberal arts is practice and proficiency 
in the ways of knowing. And this knowing attains its full 
stature in the knowledge of God. 
• The College seeks to maintain its Roman Catholic character --
striving to create an environment in which Christianity is 
not only studied but lived, where it is sustained by members 
of the College community who are committed to Christianity or 
conscientiously respect it. The College offers its students 
appropriate religious instruction, personal counseling, and 
liturgical services. It welcomes and respects those whose 
lives are shaped by other traditions, believing that they 
contribute importantly to the atmosphere of open discussion 
which is essential both for a liberal education and for 
students to make the Catholic tradition genuinely their own. 
• The College seeks to provide a social and educational milieu 
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that enhances the extracurricular lives of the students, 
especially resident students -- supplying services and facilities 
which make counseling and guidance available, which encourage 
cultural and recreational activities, and which stimulate 
growth toward full citizenship in the civil, moral, and 
intellectual worlds. 
• The College seeks to carry on the traditions of St. John Baptist 
de la Salle, founder of the Christian Brothers -- offering to 
serve, by a judicious use of the resources and opportunities 
of the College, students with diverse educational needs. 
It is evident that all these concerns cannot mark each curricular and co-
curricular activity; however, their spirit animates all programs of the College. 
C. The Corporate Structure and Governance of the College 
The current Articles of Incorporation of Saint Mary's College (1938) 
established the College "for the instruction and Christian education of young 
men", a purpose since enlarged to include women. The structure of the College 
is determined by the By-laws of Saint Mary's College of California, most 
recently revised in 1969. The following section, including The Corporation, 
The Trustees, The Regents and Officers of the College, is summarized from the 
By-Laws, a full copy of which is available in the Office of the President. 
The Corporation - Saint Mary's College of California is legally owned by a 
corporation of fifteen members of the Brothers of the Christian Schools. 
Members by right are the Provincial of the Brothers' District of San Francisco 
and the President of the College. The other members of the Corporation are 
appointed by the Provincial to three-year terms, and at least two-thirds must 
be members of the faculty or administration of the College. The powers of the 
Corporation are as follows: 
"The members of the Corporation shall have the sole and exclusive 
power and authority to: 
(a) Re9eal the by-laws of the Corporation and adopt new by-laws. 
(b) Consent to amendment of Articles of Incorporation. 
(c) Consent to dissolution of the Corporation. 
(d) Consent to merger of the Corporation or sale of all or 
substantially all of its assets." 
Meetings of the Corporation may be called by the President of the College or 
by five members of the Corporation. 
The Board of Trustees - The governance of the College is ultimately entrusted 
to the Board of Trustees, composed of fifteen members, not less than six nor 
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